
70   I   Salmon-Trout-Steelheader

There’s nothing better than Spey cast-
ing when you’re in the groove. You 
feel the rod load then fire, hearing 

the running line sing as it zips through the 
guides as you watch a perfect loop sail far 
out over the river’s currents. Following the 
loop’s progress, my gaze takes in the 
open rolling hills and broad, clear 
flows of Idaho’s Clearwater River in 
the October sunshine. Life is good.

The fly line straightens out and 
settles on the water. Since it’s the 
middle of the day I feed ten more 
feet of running line into the drift 
to help the fly gain extra depth. As 
the fly is drifting a steelhead grabs 
it, the force bending my Spey rod to 
the cork and line begins peeling off 
the reel. Life is perfect.

The steelhead boils once then 

heads across the current and I shout to 
Joe, “I got one. Fish on!” A strong stubborn 
battle follows and ten minutes later we’re 
both admiring our prize in the shallows. 
After a few photos I release this steelhead 
to fight another day.

There’s just something about catching 
a steelhead on the fly. It’s a hard game but 
when you finally get on the scoreboard it’s 
really an accomplishment.

The challenge begins months before 
with planning, research and daydreaming. 

Phone calls are made, websites are 
scanned for information and gear 
is purchased in hopes of coming up 
with a winning plan that beats the 
odds. But the truth is, once you hit 
the water the best-laid plans often 
go astray. 

Because the Clearwater River 
is usually loaded with steelhead 
“Plan A” was to cover massive 
amounts of water with our Spey 
rods and overpower the river, find-
ing a few aggressive steelhead along 
the way. 

Dave Kilhefner, photos by Joe Warren

“This leads to an interesting problem one faces 
when fishing the Clearwater; it’s huge.” 

Any place that splits this big river 
into smaller sections is worth your 

attention. The current seam on the far 
left of this photo fly-fishes very well.

Dave Kilhefner releasing 
an average-size B-run 
steelhead on Idaho’s 

Clearwater River.




